
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 13, 9TH DECEMBER 2016 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
UPDATE ON ANTI-BULLYING MONTH 

In November, 24 students, six from each Year Group, took part in Peer Support sessions to enable them 
to become Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.  They took part in creatively-led sessions looking at bullying in 
depth, enabling them to think about empathy, mediation, friendship, listening skills, assertiveness and 
awareness.   

At the end of the course they had a deeper understanding of bullying, including being able to define and 
describe it.  They were more confident in recognizing bullying behaviours and felt equipped with the skills 
to deal with bullying.   

The students will now go on to raise awareness of bullying in school and to provide peer support.  They 
were asked to evaluate the course by answering the following questions: 
 

What Did You Learn Today? Could Anything Have Been Improved? 

 That there are many anti-bullying strategies 

 That you don’t have to know someone to help 
them 

 That even if you think you know and are a 
good listener, that is not always true 

 I learnt that not everything works for 
everybody 

 That bullying comes in many ways and that 
there is no specific definition for bullying 

 Talking about homophobia 

 More role play and spend all day so we can 
really know what we are actually doing 

 We could have talked about LGBT people 
because many people get bullied from time to 
time 

 Sessions for students of different ages 

What Would You Like To Know More About? 
How Will You Use This to Support Your Year 
Group? 

 How you can build self-esteem, not just yours 
but others’ 

 Cyber bullying 

 What are strong passwords? 

 The types of bullying and how they have 
different impacts on people 

 What should I do if someone feels so bad 
they want to hurt themselves? 

Help people that need it or look like it, just in 
case 
I will use it to make sure people feel welcome 
and talk about what’s happening 
I will use this to show people when they think 
they’re being nice when actually they’re bullying 
I will ask people if they’re okay and make them 
comfortable to help them express themselves 

As you can see, their answers showed an admirable depth of understanding and maturity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

javascript:slidelink()


EY FOUNDATION PUTS YEAR 10s ON THE PATH TO EMPLOYABILITY 

The EY Foundation this week hosted a group of Year 10s at their Manchester headquarters.  The charity 
was set up by EY, one of the “big four” professional services companies, and seeks to develop 
employability skills amongst young people and raise awareness of different career options and pathways.  
The visit to the Barbirolli Square office provided the students with an insight into the world of work, 
highlighting the attitudes and skills employers are looking for in new recruits.  Students learnt the entry 
requirements for apprenticeships, including the importance of getting good GCSE grades. 

A team-building activity focused on the construction of a tower made from spaghetti and marshmallows.  
Then each group had to elect a spokesperson to explain how they completed the task, the different roles 
each member took and how successfully they worked together.  Prizes were awarded for tower building, 
design and best presentation. 

A speed networking activity then allowed the Year 10s to talk to people from a range of occupations.  
Information was provided on apprenticeships.  A tour of the office complex gave an opportunity to 
experience a “real life” work environment. 

After experiencing presentations and taking part in workshops, the Manchester Academy pupils left with 
increased motivation and a more optimistic vision for their own career progression. The group will be 
invited back to the EY Foundation next year. 

Summing up the event, one student commented that they’d gained some “good ideas for the future” and 
felt “better informed about the world of work”. 
 
VISIT TO HULME GARDEN CENTRE 

On 5th December, our four budding horticulturists visited Hulme Garden Centre for the second time this 
year.  First they learned how to start a fire using flint and steel and how to build it up with wood shavings, 
which they made with a potato peeler.  The fire was then placed in the centre’s outdoor brick/clay oven.  
While the oven came up to the right temperature, the four adventurers made pizza, rolling the dough to 
fit the pan and adding the toppings.  It took about two minutes to cook, and not much longer for them to 
eat it! 

After this, they went into the spruce section to choose a live Christmas tree to bring back to school.  The 
tree has been planted in the middle of the school’s allotment, cheerily festooned with baubles, where it 
is much admired by everyone who passes by. 
 
REMINDER: CHRISTMAS PARCELS FOR THE HOMELESS 

We are still collecting items to make up shoe boxes for the homeless who attend Cornerstones and the 
Piccadilly Centre in Manchester.  If you would like to help, please send any items in via your child before 
19th December, when the boxes will be delivered to the Homeless.    Suggested items are: 

Hat & Gloves 
Scarves 
Toothbrush & Toothpaste 
Hairbrush & Comb 
Nailbrush 
Facial Wipes 
Socks 
Tissues 

Lip Balm 
Magazine 
Crossword Book 
Notepad 
Pens & Pencils 
Small Book 
Shampoo & Conditioner 
Deodorant 

Packets of Biscuits 
Packets of Sweets 
Chocolate 
Bottle of Water 
Moisturiser 
Vouchers 
Can you think of anything we’ve missed? 

 
 
 
 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and on Friday, is invited to 
breakfast with the Principal. 

Student Form Subject Comment 

Muhammed Ahmed 7CSE Art 
For excellent effort in lessons and for completing 
extra homework every week 

Kieran Tickell 11BLI Business 
Exceptional support of peers and such a pleasure to 
teach 

Alina Mahmoud 11PNI Business Most improved student since September. 

Demetri Mayhew 9CRS Drama For excellent physical theatre in his assessment 

Amani Foster 9CRS English 
For reading well in English and being a pleasure to 
teach 

Emma  
Beresford Yates 

11JCL English 
For her determination to improve her writing skills 
even though she knows it’s hard.  

Nadia Solaiman 8CMU Food 
Highest mark out of all of my Year 8 on the end of 
term food test: 93% 

Abraham Daniel 7LTY Geography For a superb presentation on the UK population 

Ikram El Ouargui 7MLE Graphics For consistently doing well in the subject 

Dylan Crewdson 10DMA 
History For hard work and outstanding effort  

Mwamba Lesa 10SDU 

Siham Omar  8DJN IT/Business 
For exemplary behaviour and effort in Computer 
Science 

Aiza Najeeb  10SDU IT/Business 
For excellent effort in Computer Science and a 
fantastic result in her mock exam, which reflects the 
hard work she has put into her studies. 

Lameer Al-Fifi  10WMO Maths 

For her hard work in all Maths lessons.  Lameer is a 
happy, kind and helpful student who helps with 
charity work for her form and always offers to help 
teachers.  She is a great ambassador for the school. 

Adlan Anazim  8LBU Music 
For continuous hard work in the classroom and for 
extra-curricular music work. 

Roukagia Afan 11PNI RS 
She completed amazing optional research on 
philosophical arguments on free will. 

Aqil Matin 11RFO Science Excellent performance in Further Science lessons 

Mohammed Abdi  7EFA Spanish 
For being so keen to do extra Spanish out of school 
time 

Nathaniel Morris 10SDU Technology 
A thorough gentleman on the Hospitality trip to the 
Marriott Hotel on Tuesday.  Very well done, 
Nathaniel.  Keep it up. 

Aisha Sheik 7MLE Textiles 
Highest mark out of all my Year 7 on the end of term 
textiles test: 90% 

Hamiz Gohar 8NAY Textiles 
Highest mark out of all of my Year 8 on the end of 
term textiles test: 90% 



Student Form Subject Comment 

Chekhobia Stubbs 11KGE Textiles 
Chekhobia joined MA recently and has put in lots of 
effort to catch up on her coursework.  She is doing 
extremely well. 

Sameer Yaqoob 7EFA Transition 
For a fantastic and funny piece of writing about 
Augustus Gloop, using similes 

 
LAST DAY OF TERM 

The last day of this term is Friday 23rd December.  Manchester Academy will be open as usual and all 
students are expected to attend.  The first day of the Spring Term for staff and pupils is Monday 9th 
January.  This will be Red Week on the timetable. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 


